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• The main issue at hand is the issue of the resurrection 
• Evidently some in the church were rejecting the idea of a future resurrection 
• First, Paul will establish that Jesus’ resurrection from the dead was a historical fact (vs. 1-11) 
• Second, he will point out the logical absurdity of accepting the truth of Jesus’ resurrection while 

at the same time denying their own future resurrection (vs. 12-34) 
• Third, he will speak about the way in which the dead are raised (vs. 35-58) 

15:1-2 
• The thing Paul intends to remind the Corinthians of is the Gospel 
• The word gospel means “good news” 
• In verses 3-6, Paul will describe the content of the Gospel 
• Here, he states four things about the way in which the Corinthians relate to the Gospel 
• First, he says that the Gospel is what Paul preached to them 
• Second, he says that they received the Gospel 
• This speaks about something in the Corinthian’s past 
• Third, he says that they stand by the Gospel 
• This speaks of something about their present condition 
• Fourth, he says that they are saved by the Gospel 
• Notice that there is a conditional clause connected to the statement of the Gospel saving them 

15:3-4 
• The message of the Gospel is of first importance and priority 
• Paul would have received the message by divine revelation 
• The Corinthians received the Gospel from Paul.  Paul received the Gospel from God 
• Paul will speak of three aspects of the Gospel 
• First, he says that Christ died for our sins 
• Christ died for a purpose as a substitutionary death 
• Second, Paul states that Jesus was buried 
• This makes clear that Jesus was really dead 
• Third, Jesus was raised from the dead on the third day 
• The resurrection is established here not just as a core church doctrine, but as a historical fact 

15:5-7 
• Paul will further cement the historical reality of the resurrection by citing many post-

resurrection appearances 
• Paul will mention six specific post-resurrection appearances of Jesus 

o Cephas (Luke 24:34) 
o The Twelve (Luke 24:36-43) 
o The 500 (Matthew 28:16) 
o James 
o The Apostles (Acts 1:3-11) 
o Paul 

• The testimony of 500 people would be very strong and credible  



15:8 
• Lastly, Paul cites his own encounter with the resurrected Jesus 
• Paul does not treat seeing the Lord as a heavenly vision, but as an actual resurrection 

appearance 

15:9-10 
• Paul cites the fact that he did not deserve this kind of appearance or being singled out 
• The reason Paul says that he is the least of the apostles is because he persecuted the church 
• His place as an apostle is a gift given by the grace of God 

15:11 
• Essentially, Paul is saying that it is not of significance which apostle preached to them 
• The apostles had a unified message 

15:12 
• This verse is really a key to understanding the issue at hand and to understanding this whole 

chapter 
• The issue was evidently that some in the church were denying a future resurrection of the dead 
• So, Paul is here arguing for a future, bodily resurrection of the dead 
• Greek philosophy did not believe in life after death 
• Perhaps some denied the resurrection because of their former Jewish theology 
• Our redemption is incomplete until the resurrection and redemption of our bodies 

15:13 
• It logically follows that if there is no resurrection from the dead then it means that no one ever 

has or ever will rise from the dead and Christ has to be included in that theory 
• The resurrection of Jesus is what separated Christianity from other world religions 

15:14 
• The first consequence that would exist if Jesus was not really raised is that preaching would be 

in vain 
• The second consequence that would exist if Christ was not raised was that their faith was in vain 

15:15-16 
• The third consequence that would exist if Christ was that the apostles would be false witnesses  

15:17 
• This verse speaks of the implications of no resurrection upon the Christians who are still living 
• The fourth consequence that would come about if Christ was not raised from the dead is that 

the problem of sin remains 
• It means that Christ’s death has not really accomplished anything 

15:18 
• This verse speaks of the implications of no resurrection upon Christians who have died already 
• The fifth consequence to denying the resurrection is that would mean that the dead in Christ 

have perished 

15:19 
• Paul says the result is that “we are of all men to be most pitied”  
• The believer would be deceived and have no real saving benefit to claim 



 

 

 

 


