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15:35 

• Now, the focus seems to be on the word body which appears ten times in this section 
• The first question is: how are the dead raised? 
• Part of the difficulty that anyone had was that they could not rationalize how exactly a dead 

body could be raised 
• The second question is: with what kind of body? 

15:36-37 
• He calls the Corinthians who would have been skeptically asking these types of questions foolish 
• He means that they are fools because they did not put God into the equation 
• Paul will use a farming analogy to answer the question of how the dead are raised 
• Here, the sowing of a seed is compared to the burying of a dead body 
• First, a death must occur 
• Second, we learn from this that death is not necessarily the end 
• Third, we learn that God is the one that gives life 
• The main idea very well may be that even death does not get in the way of God’s eternal plan 
• Death is not an obstacle that God cannot overcome 
• Fourth, we learn that the seed itself does not look like what will come forth, but that does not 

mean that it won’t happen 
• Paul’s answer to how the dead are raised is that it is different, but similar 

15:38 
• When Paul says here, “God gives it a body” he is speaking of the resurrected body 
• We also must believe this because we have faith that God said it would happen 

15:39 
• The focus is on the variety of bodies that exist 
• Remember, our present bodies are the seed, not the final thing 
• It can be observed that each flesh is appropriate for its own unique setting 
• We will have a new body that is uniquely conducive to our new setting 

15:40-41 
• In verse 39, he described four different types of creatures on Earth 
• In verse 40, he will speak of what he called “heavenly” bodies 

15:42-44 
• In these three verses Paul speaks of several ways that the body is sown and resurrected 
• This is a focus not just on the dead body, but also on our present body 
• He speaks of four ways that the body is sown and then how they are raised 
• First, he says that the body is sown perishable but raised imperishable 



• Second, he says it is sown in dishonor but raised in glory 
• Third, he says that the body is sown in weakness but it is raised in power 
• Fourth, he describes that the body is sown natural 

15:45 
• In order to explain the existence of a natural and a spiritual body, Paul will use Adam and Christ 

as analogies  
• In this analogy, Adam is representing the body that is sown.  Christ is used to represent the 

body that will be raised 
• First, Adam was life receiving, Christ is life-giving 
• Second, Adam brought death, Christ brings life 
• Third, Adam’s body was natural, Christ’s resurrected body is spiritual 
• The natural body is one that is subject to decay, corruption and ultimately to death 
• Our future resurrected bodies will be like the type of body Christ had at His resurrection  

15:46 
• Here Paul conveys a logical order to things 
• He states that the natural came before the spiritual in the case of the two Adams 
• Our future spiritual body will be like Christ’s resurrected body 
• Adam is a precursor for the whole human race 
• We become like Christ at our future resurrection in that we gain a spiritual body 

15:47 
• It explains the makeup of the natural body and the makeup of the spiritual body 
• The second Adam did not originate from the Earth or from physical matter, He came from 

Heaven 
• Adam was Earthly, Christ was heavenly 

15:48-49 
• Adam represents all human beings in that we all share with Adam the existence of a physical, 

natural body 
• Paul says that in our resurrected body, we will bear the likeness of Jesus 
• We have not yet attained this likeness of Christ…it is in the future 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


