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15:50 

• This one verse is composed of two statements 
o Flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God 
o The imperishable cannot inherit the perishable  

• Obviously, the phrase flesh and blood and the word perishable speak about our present physical 
bodies 

• The point here is that the body is it current physical form cannot enjoy a heavenly existence 
• Sometimes in Scripture the phrase “kingdom of God” is used to refer to Heaven 

15:51 
• In the Bible a mystery does not speak of something that is currently hidden.  It speaks of a truth 

that was once hidden, but is now made known 
• The mystery that Paul reveals is that even though we will not all sleep, we will all be changed 
• We remember that “sleep” is a metaphor for death 
• The only reason that someone “may not sleep” is because people will still be living at the time of 

Jesus’ Second Coming and as a result they would not face physical death 
• The same truth applies to living and dead people here…a new body is necessary 

15:52 
• The moment that Paul is pointing to is the Second Coming of Jesus 
• Here, the emphasis is on the instant change from being perishable to imperishable 
• First, he says that this will all happen in a  moment or in a “flash” 
• Second, he say that this will all happen in the “twinkling of an eye” 
• Third, the thing that will mark this event is the sounding of the last trumpet 
• Sometimes it introduced a theophany (an appearance of God) 
• Sometimes it spoke of a victory in a battle 
• Sometimes it spoke of a call to worship 
• It is the last of the events on Earth 
• In Jewish culture, the sounding of a trumpet was known to be the signaling of an ending 
• He first speaks of the dead being raised imperishable 
• Second, he says that we shall be changed 

15:53 
• It is a necessity because flesh and blood cannot enter the kingdom of God 
• Both corruption and mortality are incompatible with the life to come in Heaven 

15:54 
• He says that when all of that happens as he has just described it, the saying, “death has been 

swallowed up in victory” will come true 
• Satan used death as a primary weapon 
• We are not subject to the fear of death  



• The application here is that death’s days as a reigning enemy are numbered  

15:55 
• Here he gives a reference from the book of Hosea 
• It is almost as if Paul is taunting death here 
• He asks two rhetorical questions to “death” from this quotation 
• First, he asks death “where is your victory”? 
• The essence of death is separation from God 
• Death’s victory over the human race is only temporary 
• Second, he asks death, “where is your sting?” 

15:56 
• Paul will tell us what it is that really gives death a sting 
• The thing that gives death a sting is sin 
• Sin also brings about guilt which causes people to fear death 
• It is not death by itself that is powerful, it is death and sin together 
• When personal sin is atoned for, the sting of death is removed 
• Paul adds that the power of sin is the Law 
• The Old Testament Law made it clear that we are sinners 
• The Law brought awareness of sin 

15:57 
• But, we are not bound to that result…there is an alternative  
• The victory that God gives us is over sin, Law and death 
• The victory is only through Christ 
• Christ rendered death powerless  

15:58 
• First, he calls upon them to be steadfast  
• Second, he call upon them to be immovable 
• Third, he calls upon them to always abound in the work of the Lord 
• He tells them that the reason that they can do this is because their labor for Him is not in vain 

 


