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1:12 

• In Paul’s letters to the Corinthians he speaks often about boasting 
• His confidence or boasting comes because of his clear conscience 
• Paul is saying that he has lived a life of integrity 
• First he says it was marked with holiness 
• Second, he says that his character was marked by godly sincerity 
• This means that his motives were pure 
• Third, he says that is was not with fleshly wisdom 

 
1:13-14 

• In verse 13, Paul will point out that his writings bear witness to him as well 
 
1:15-16 

• It seems that one of the issues that the Corinthians had with Paul was his slight changes in travel 
plans 

• Here he even speaks of helping Paul on his journey 
 
1:17 

• Paul knew some were challenging Paul as being fickle 
• First, Paul asks, “was I vacillating?”  or “did I do it lightly?” 
• The point he is making is that sometimes circumstances prompt changes of plans 
• Second, Paul asks, “do I purpose according to the flesh?”  
• The repeating of the words “yes” and “no” are for emphasis 

 
1:18 

• Here, Paul is emphasizing the faithfulness of God 
• The Corinthians were accusing Paul of saying “yes” and “no” at the same time 

 
1:19 

• He uses the example of Jesus as well 
• Paul says that Jesus is not “yes” and “no” 

 
1:20 

• Here, the emphasis is on the reliability of His promises 
• He also makes it clear that those promises are fulfilled in Christ 
• God’s general promises of salvation were fulfilled in Christ  
• God’s messianic promises are all fulfilled in Christ 
• God’s specific promises to individuals are available to those in Christ 



• He says that “through us” the amen is spoken 
• The word “amen” is a Hebrew word that conveyed agreement with what was being said 

 
1:21-22 

• In verses 21 and 22, Paul will use four different phrases to describe what God has done 
• First, he speaks of the fact that God establishes us all 
• Second, he says that he has anointed us 
• The idea could be that “he has commissioned us” with a specific function that He is going to 

help us to carry out 
• Third, he says that he has set his seal of ownership on us 
• Sometimes a seal was to denote ownership of something 
• Sometimes a seal was to denote the authenticity of something 
• Fourth, he says that He has put His Spirit in our hearts 
• Paul says that this gift of the Holy Spirit is a pledge 
• The word “pledge” means the first installment payment 
• The indwelling gift of the Holy Spirit reminds us that there is more to come that relates to our 

redemption 
 
1:23 

• First, he calls upon God as his witness 
• Second, he reveals that his change of plans was for them 
• He says that his change of plan was to spare them 

 
1:24 

• Paul had already said that his not coming was in order to spare them, it was an act rooted in 
love for them 

• Paul had the authority to correct and rebuke them because he was an apostle 
• However, Paul was not one to abuse his authority 
• He says that they are co-workers with the Corinthians 

 


