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3:1 

• This issue of ________________ will be an issue that will be present often in 2 Corinthians 
• Commendation in the ancient world spoke of ______________ and ___________________ 
• We would say that they would have understood “self-commendation” to be “____-__________”  
• It is probable that some false teachers were present in Corinth who had _______________ Paul 

and perhaps came with their own letters of introduction 
• Perhaps they were some ______________who came to Corinth with some type of 

commendation from well-respected leaders somewhere  
 

3:2 
• Paul suggests that he does not need a letter of commendation because the church at Corinth is 

his ___________of commendation 
• In place of an actual letter written on paper, Paul suggests the letter is written in their own 

_____________ 
• This letter is an open letter.  It is ___________ for everyone to see and read 

 
3:3 

• He will speak of ___________ aspects of this letter 
• First, he says that the ______________ of the letter is Christ 
• Second, he says that the one to ____________ the letter is Paul and his companions 
• Third, he says that this letter is not written in ink, but by the ___________ of the living God 
• Fourth, he says not on tablets of stone, but on ___________ _____________ 
• The metaphor switches from talking about letters of commendation to the ________ 

____________ versus the Old Covenant 
• We must remember that the Old Testament Law was written on tablets of _____________ by 

God Himself 
• The point is that the Old Covenant worked _________________ while the New Covenant works 

from the inside out 
 
3:4-5 

• The key word in verses 4 and 5 is the word “______________” 
• Paul says that any confidence he has about himself or his own adequacy is rooted in 

__________, not in himself 
• While Paul is pointing to his adequacy as an apostle and teacher, he wants them to understand 

that he is adequate because God ________ him adequate not because of his own ability 
 

3:6 
• The way he describes his role is as a __________ of the New Covenant 
• Paul then makes a comparison between ________ things 
• He compares the ____________to the __________ 



• First, he is speaking of the Old Testament __________ 
• Second, he is speaking of people regarding the laws themselves as more important than the One 

who gave the laws and results in a _______________ of law keeping without the heart  
• It is my understanding that when Paul speaks of “letter” here he is speaking of the inability of 

the Old Testament Law to penetrate the ____________ of people versus the ability of the New 
Covenant to change the heart and transform the life 
 

3:7 
• Here, Paul refers to the Old Testament Law as being a “ministry of _________” 
• This is an explanation of how the __________ _____________ 
• The letter (or law) kills and is a ministry of death because its purpose was to reveal to people 

that they are _________ ________________ 
• The Law brings death because the Law _____________ death for those who break the Law 
• Paul says that this ministry that brought death came with __________ 
• Paul is setting up a “______ __________ ___________” argument  
• He is calling his reader’s minds back to the specific event of the Law being delivered to 

_________ at Mount Sinai 
• The glory of the Lord rested on __________ _____________ 
• They also would have known about __________ _________ shining in reflection of God’s glory 
• Paul says that the glory was _____________ 
• The Law only had glory for a _______________ 

 
3:8 

• Paul’s point is that if the thing that resulted in death came with glory, shouldn’t we assume that 
the thing that brings________ does as well 

 
3:9 

• Previously, Paul called the Old Testament Law a ministry of death.  Now, he calls it a ministry of 
_________________ 

• The point is that the consequences of Law breaking are not merely physical death, but they 
include _____________ ___________ 

• The New Covenant is referred to as a ministry of ______________ 
• First, the New Covenant is a ministry of righteousness because Jesus paid the__________ for us 
• It is a ministry of righteousness in that a ________ _____________ with God is made available 

through it 
• The requirement that is credited to us is the credit of paying the ________________ 
• Second, the New Covenant is a ministry of righteousness because real inner 

_________________ is available 
 

3:10-11 
• The fading glory of the Old Covenant is nothing compared to the ________ of the New Covenant 
• The thing that remains has a continuing and _______________ glory 

 
 
 


