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3:12 

• This is the start of Paul’s commentary on the “veil” of Exodus 
• Paul speaks about the hope that he has  
• The hope that he has refers to three different things 
• First, the hope speaks of a future glory that comes through the New Covenant 
• Second, it is a confidence that his ministry is even more glorious than Moses’ ministry 
• Third, it is the confidence that he has been set apart for the role of minister of the New 

Covenant 
• When he speaks about “hope” he does not mean a mere wishful thinking, but a confident 

expectation 
• The result of his confident expectation is a greater level of boldness 
• It does not just speak of bold action, it speaks of bold speech 
 

3:13 
• Here, Paul makes a contrast between himself (and the other apostles) and Moses 
• The way that Paul is not like Moses is that his face is not veiled 
• He reminds the readers of the fact that Moses wore a veil on his face after coming down from 

Mount Sinai 
• Paul says that he worse the veil so that the Israelites would not look intently at what was fading 

away 
• The question that is debated here is: was the veil warn to hide something from the sons of Israel 

or to protect them 
• The idea here speaks of the effect of the glory of God on hardened hearts 
• The veil was an act of judgment so that the nation of Israel would miss the blessing of seeing the 

glory 
• Seeing the glory of God was intended to be a blessing for the people 
 

3:14-15 
• Rather than being allowed to behold continually the fading glory, Paul says that the minds of the 

children of Israel were hardened 
• It was not that the Israelites were unable to understand something, it was that they chose not 

to recognize it 
• The people he is speaking about is national Israel 
• They refused to see and accept that the Old Testament Law was temporary and that it was 

pointing to Jesus 
• The hardening of their mind and the veil of their hearts points to the fact that they were unable 

to see that the Old Covenant was pointing to Jesus  



• They could not understand that the Old Covenant was fading away, that it was always 
temporary and that God’s intent was that it would be replaced by the New Covenant 

• It is not the Old Covenant that is veiled, it is the Israelites’ hearts 
• The idea of “hardening” is the idea of only being able to say “no” to God 

 
3:16 

• Paul concludes that the veil is removed from their hearts when a person turns to the Lord 
• The idea of turning to the Lord is another way to speak of conversion 
• First, he was more zealous for traditions than he was for God or the actual Word of God 
• Second, he was a blasphemer and a violent man 
• Third, he saw the church as an enemy to be destroyed, which shows his lack of openness to the 

truth 
• Fourth, he was quite confident in his own righteousness  
• Notice that Paul says that the “veil is removed”.  This is passive.  It is something that God does 

 
3:17 

• The point that Paul is making here is about the transformation that comes by way of the Holy 
Spirit 

• He tells them that the Spirit of the Lord brings liberty 
• The liberty that he is referring to is liberty from the Law 

 
3:18 

• Now, Paul says that “we all with unveiled face” 
• We remember that Moses wore a veil after coming down from Mount Sinai, but he took it off 

every time he went to be with the Lord 
• He says that we are beholding in a mirror 
• The idea of “the mirror” is the Word of God 
• The thing that “we with unveiled faces” can see is the glory of the Lord 
• In this context we should understand “glory” to speak about character 
• Not only that, but he says that we are transformed into the same image 
• Paul is saying that through this process of continually looking into the mirror of the Word of 

God, we start to look more like God 
• The idea is of some that is ever-increasing 
• Transformation into the image of God is the purpose of our creation 
• The truth is that we become like what we look at lovingly for a long time 

 
 
 


