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4:1 

• When Paul says “we” he is speaking of his apostolic ministry 
• Paul is comparing the apostolic office to that of Moses 
• He says that his calling to be an apostle was an act of God’s mercy  
• He says that his understanding of his role causes him to not lose heart 
• However, here the idea is not of him not tiring, it is of his not being timid 

 
4:2 

• Here, Paul will speak of three practices that he as an apostle has renounced 
• First, he says that he has renounced “the things hidden because of shame” 
• Second, he says that he has renounced “walking in craftiness” 
• Third, he says that he has renounced adulterating the Word of God 
• After having spoken of what practices he renounced, he then speaks of what he does do 
• He says that he operates with a manifestation or a disclosure of the truth 

 
4:3 

• Paul comes back to the idea of the veil 
• Paul may have been accused of preaching a Gospel that was in some way veiled or ineffective 
• He says that if the Gospel is veiled in any way, shape or form it is veiled to the one who is 

perishing 
• The idea here is that whenever the Gospel is preached, the hearer is presented with two 

choices: accept it or reject it 
• Paul is arguing that some people choosing to reject the Gospel does not make the Gospel un-

true 
• The veil is a metaphor of a hard heart 
• Some people’s hearts are veiled to the Gospel because the Gospel offends them 

 
4:4 

• He says, that the “god of this world” has blinded the minds of the unbelieving 
• The god of this world (or age) speaks of Satan 
• Satan is referred to as the “god of this world” because he has some level of dominion 
• Some places the hardening of the heart is an action of the individual 
• Some places the hardening of the heart is an act of judgment from God (Romans 11:7-8) 
• Some places the hardening of the heart is the work of Satan 
• The effect of this is so that they might not see the light of the Gospel of the glory of Christ 

 
4:5 

• Paul says his focus is two things 



• First, his focus in preaching is Jesus Christ as Lord 
• Second, his focus is on him being a bond-servant to others for Christ’s sake 

 
4:6 

• This is the answer to why he proclaims Christ as Lord and himself as bond-servant 
• When Paul said, “God said, let light shine out of darkness” it is likely that he had two Scriptures 

in mind: Genesis 1:3 and Isaiah 9:2 
• Paul is connecting the language of creation to the language of conversion 
• His point is that his life and preaching shine forth the light of the Gospel 
• The idea of “the light” has the idea of someone becoming aware of something 
• However, Paul says that the knowledge of the glory of God is found in the face of Jesus Christ 
• Jesus is not a mere reflection of God’s glory, but he is the real thing 

 
4:7 

• Paul now speaks of having a treasure in earthen vessels 
• The earthen vessels speaks about the apostles 
• The treasure speaks of the light of the Gospel 
• First, the idea of an earthen vessel carries the idea of something fragile 
• Second, the earthen vessel is the idea of something that is ordinary, but inside of it resides 

something extraordinary 
• Third, the emphasis is on his own human weakness 
• Fourth, the earthen vessel really does not in itself offer any real protection to the thing inside it 
• Fifth, the earthen vessel is not of great value 

 
4:8-9 

• Here, Paul lists four ways in which he has faced opposition or difficulty 
• First, he says, we are afflicted in every way 
• Paul says, “we are not crushed” 
• Second, he says, we are perplexed 
• He says that he is not despairing 
• Third, he says, we are persecuted 
• He may be persecuted, but he is not forsaken 
• Fourth, he says, we are struck down 

 
4:10-11 

• The focus here is on the suffering and death of Jesus 
• Paul is saying that him and the other apostles experience the suffering of Jesus through the 

persecution they endure 
• First, he means that he is the earthen vessel who always brings forth the message of Jesus’ 

suffering and death 
• Second, he saying that his body is being used for the spread of the Gospel and that includes 

facing suffering in his own body 
 
4:12 

• Paul is saying that they face and endure suffering so that the Corinthians (and other churches) 
may hear the Gospel and be saved 



 


