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4:13 

• Paul will continue to give an explanation for his continued boldness 
• He quotes Psalm 116:10 
• When the Psalmist wrote this, he, like Paul, was greatly afflicted 
• The point the Psalmist makes is that he maintains his faith in God through affliction 
• The question is, how is it that he keeps speaking in face of persecution and opposition 
• The answer is: he believes what he is preaching is true 
• The basis for Paul’s boldness to speak comes from the fact that he wholeheartedly believes the 

Gospel is true 
 
4:14 

• Sometimes, even today, we have to ask ourselves why we do what we do 
• More specifically, Paul continues to speak boldly because of two things: 
• One is that God raised Jesus from the dead 
• Second is that God will raise us also in the future 
• The idea of a future resurrection is a core belief 
• Jesus’ resurrection is seen by Paul as an assurance of own future resurrection 
• It is a motivation because he believes that a future resurrection also means a future judgment 
• In other words, there is a sense of urgency connected to his message 

 
4:15 

• When he says, “all things are for your sake” the “all things” is the suffering that he has endured 
• Paul has faced suffering because of his commitment to preach the gospel 
• He says that as a result of all of this, grace is expanding to more and more people 
• God’s grace expands as more and more people are saved 
• The result of the expanding of God’s grace is thanks being given to God 
• Paul says that the ultimate goal of his ministry is to bring glory to God 

 
4:16 

• The idea of “lose heart” means to lose heart to preach the Gospel 
• He acknowledges that the outer man is decaying or wasting away 
• The “outer man” speaks about his physical body 
• The inner man refers to the spiritual self 
• The outer man and the inner man should be heading in opposite directions 

 
4:17 

• The “for” lets us know that this is an explanation of how the suffering he undergoes causes his 
inner man to be renewed day by day 

• He begins by describing his afflictions with two words 



• First, he says that they are light 
• The afflictions are only light when compared to the thing gained at the end 
• Second, he says that they are momentary 
• The afflictions are momentary in view of eternity 
• The idea of eternal glory is that of his character in eternity 
• Suffering does not cause the eternal glory, but it is a vehicle God uses to shape our character 
• The key to not losing heart, is to believe this.  It is to believe that glory weighs more than 

suffering. 
 
4:18 

• It is important to understand the opposite of faith is not reason 
• The opposite of faith is sight 
• There are things happening which we cannot see with the human eye 
• The thing that we cannot see by sight is the renewing of the inner man 

 
 


