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5:11 

• The fear of the Lord has to do with the idea that we all must stand before the judgment seat of 
Christ 

• The result of understanding this future accountability is the fear of the Lord 
• The Biblical idea of “fearing the Lord” is not like a phobia, but it is a respectful fear that directs a 

person’s life 
• The fear of the Lord is an awareness of the fact that God is absolutely holy and awesome 
• The fear of the Lord has a positive result not a crippling result 
• First, he wants to faithfully discharge the duties of his ministry and to fail to do so would be 

disobedience to the God to whom he will stand before in judgment 
• Second, since all people will stand before the judgment seat of Christ, he does not want any 

person to have to give an account for disobedience or defiance 
• For an unbeliever to become a believer they must be persuaded of the truth and logic of the 

message of the Gospel 
 
5:12 

• For Paul, commending means self-introduction 
• The exact idea that he is conveying when he speaks of “taking pride” in them is that they would 

stand up for him before his critics 
• His comments are an attempt to give the church a ready answer to Paul’s critics 

 
5:13 

• Paul’s statement here is a declaration that the things he does he does for God 
• The accusation was likely that Paul was out of his mind or a bit eccentric 

 
5:14 

• Here, Paul explains what it is that motivates him to continue preaching even though he faces 
opposition from inside and outside the church 

• He says it is “the love of Christ” that controls and dictates his behavior 
• Jesus died for all people potentially and for the saved actually 

 
5:15 

• Here he repeats the idea that Christ’s death for was all 
• He says that the ones who live no longer live to themselves 
• This seems to be pointing specifically to the different life of a person who is a Christian 

 
5:16 

• Because he does not live for himself, but lives for Christ, he views other people differently 
• His critics were looking at appearances 
• Paul says that they once regarded Christ according to the flesh 



 
5:17 

• Here, we see that the change comes from being “in Christ” 
• He points out several things that are different in Christ 
• First, he says, he is a new creature 
• Second, he says “the old things have passed away” 
• Third, he says “new things have come” 

 
5:18 

• When he says, “all this is from God”, he means that the inner transformation is something that 
God is working in us 

• In this context, the ones with the ministry of reconciliation speaks of the apostles 
• God is the one who does the reconciling.  Man is the one who is reconciled  
• For a reconciliation to occur we have to assume that the relationship has been damaged 

 
5:19 

• Here we have the start of a description of the nature of this reconciliation 
• God did this reconciling through Christ 
• The nature of this reconciliation is that God was not counting men’s sin against them 
• Reconciliation with God is based on imputation 

 
5:20 

• Paul proclaims that he is an ambassador for Christ 
• The idea of an ambassador is that an ambassador speaks with the full authority of a king 
 

5:21 
• This is the most comprehensive summary of the Gospel 
• Notice first that this is something that God did 
• The idea is that in the mind of God, our sin was credited to Jesus on the cross in that on the 

cross he paid the penalty for our lawbreaking 
• He became the one that bore the penalty for our sin 
• God paid the ransom for our sin to Himself on the cross 
• The offended God provided both the plan and the man for our salvation 
• This verse explains that God has made the cross an arrangement with Himself for the 

forgiveness of our sins 
• We might more specifically say that the cross is an arrangement set up by God between His love 

and His wrath 
• Notice, we are the righteousness of God “in Him” 
• We are declared righteous by God 
• Justification speaks of what God did for us 
• Sanctification speaks of what God does in us 

 
 
 


