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6:1 

• The phrase “working together with Him” speaks of being God’s co-workers  
• He implores the church not to receive God’s grace in vain 
• Receiving God’s grace in vain would mean that they were not faithful to the end 

 
6:2 

• This was a messianic prophecy about the coming of Jesus and the start of the New Testament 
dispensation 

• Although we often use this statement, “today is the day of salvation” to speak to unbelievers 
making a decision to become followers of Christ, Paul directed it to believers 

 
6:3 

• When Paul says, “giving no cause for offense” he means that he has not done anything that 
should discredit his ministry or to view the Gospel in negative light 

 
6:4-5 

• He first speaks of his endurance 
• In fact, he will list nine hardships that he has undergone 
• The first thing he mentions is afflictions 
• The second thing he speaks of is hardships 
• The third thing he mentions is distresses  
• The fourth thing is beatings 
• The fifth thing he speaks of is imprisonments 
• The sixth thing is tumults 
• The seventh thing is labors 
• The eighth thing is sleeplessness  
• The ninth thing he refers to is hunger 

 
6:6 

• Here, Paul’s list shifts from hardships to moral qualities 
• He will list six character qualities that he says govern his and the apostles’ ministry 
• First, he speaks of purity 
• Second, he says that they have knowledge 
• Third, he says that they have patience 
• Fourth, he says that they have kindness 
• Fifth, he speaks of having a holy spirit 
• Sixth, he speaks about having genuine love 

 
6:7 



• Now, Paul will list three things which are foundations for his ministry 
• First, he speaks of the Word of truth 
• Second, he points to the power of God 
• Third, he refers to the weapons of righteousness 

6:8-10 
• Now, he lists nine sets of contrasting responses to his work 
• These all seem like paradoxes 
• First, he says that he is received with both glory and dishonor 
• Second he says that he has been received with both evil report and good report 
• Third he said that at times he is regarded as deceivers and yet at other times regarded as true 
• Fourth, he says that he was unknown yet well known 
• Fifth he says as dying yet we live 
• Sixth he says he has been punished but not yet put to death 
• Seventh, he says that he is sorrowful yet always rejoicing 
• Eight he says that he is poor yet making many rich 
• Ninth he says he has nothing yet possessing all things 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


