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6:11 

• First, he says that their mouth has spoken freely 
• This Hebraic idiom means that they have spoken to them plainly 
• Second, he says that they have “opened wide their hearts” 
• He means that he has opened up access to his heart to the Corinthians 

 
6:12 

• The restraining is the opposite of opening wide 
• He says that they are restrained in their own affections 
• The word affections speaks of the inward parts or the bowels 

 
6:13 

• The phrase “in a like exchange” means as a fair return for the kind of love he has shown to them 
• Paul asks for repayment of his affection based on the fact that he is their spiritual father and 

they are his spiritual children 
 
6:14 

• He urges them to not be bound together with unbelievers 
• So the idea is different kinds of people joined together but unevenly matched 
• The word “unbeliever” here is a reference to non-Christian people 
• The idea is of some connection a believer might make with someone who does not have the 

same spiritual background 
• Paul would not be suggesting that a believer has no interaction with an unbeliever 
• Paul would not advocate a believer divorce an unbelieving spouse 
• I believe that the idea that Paul is conveying is that they have closed their heart to him, their 

spiritual father, and opened their heart to unbelievers 
• This is a call for the believers to stick with him rather than to stick together with unbelievers 
• Paul will pose five rhetorical questions to make his point 
• The assumed answer to all of these questions is “none” 
• The first question he poses is: what partnership have righteousness and lawlessness? 
• Sin and righteousness cannot partner together because they have altogether different goals 
• The word “partnership” is closely related to the word fellowship 
• Righteousness and lawlessness are opposites 
• It is clear that righteousness is intended to represent the Christian and their aim and 

lawlessness represents the pagan 
• The second question is: what fellowship has light and darkness? 
• The word “fellowship” means a mutual sharing 

 
6:15 



• The third rhetorical question is: what harmony has Christ with Belial? 
• The idea is of a mutual agreement 
• Belial means “worthlessness” or “corrupt” 
• In the intertestamental period among Jewish literature (Dead Sea scrolls), the name was used to 

refer to Satan 
• The fourth question asked is “what does a believer have in common with an unbeliever?” 
• The believer does not have faith in Christ in common with the unbeliever 
• The believer does not have spiritual goals in common with the unbeliever 
• The believer does not have a Biblical worldview in common with the unbeliever 
• The believer does not have godly values in common with the unbeliever 
• The believer does not have the kingdom in common with the unbeliever 
• The believer does not have a hope in common with the unbeliever 

 
6:16 

• The fifth and final question is “what agreement has the temple of God with idols?” 
• We, as opposed to a building are the dwelling place of God 
• Starting in the second half of this verse, Paul will cite a series of Old Testament Scriptures to 

prove his point about being bound together with unbelievers 
• The overall point is about maintaining some type of special distinction as the people of God and 

the danger of influences which would diminish their values 
• The point is that as Gods holy people, with whom He dwells, we should separate from idol 

worship altogether 
 
6:17 

• The second Scripture that Paul references is Isaiah 52:11 
• In the context, the place that there are told to come out of is Babylon 
• Here, the idea is not about leaving a literal Babylon, but a spiritual Babylon 
• The phrase “I will welcome you” was dependent upon their obedience 

 
6:18 

• The reference in verse 18 is to 2 Samuel 7:14 
• Paul is drawing from this and promising God’s protection and fatherly love to those who are 

now His children 
 


